
District of Columbia April Report
Dr. Edgar P. Copeland, secretary of the Board of Medical

Supervisors of the District of Columbia, reports the oral
and written examination held at Washington, April 11-13,
1916. The total number of subjects examined in was 16;
total number of questions asked, 80; percentage required to
pass, 75. The total number of candidates examined was 7,
of whom 4 passed and 3 failed. The following colleges were

represented : v ,,^ Year Per
Cclleee passed Grad Cent.

Georgetown University.(1909) 79; (1915) 80.1
Chicago Hospital College of Medicine.(1915) 82.1
University of Michigan Medical School.(1894) 75.8

FAILED
Baltimore Medical College.(1905) 69.5
Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia.(1915) 73.1
Temple University .(1915) 70.3

Two candidates were licensed through reciprocity from
Jan. 31, 1916, to March 30, 1916. The following colleges were

represented : \r  >
 

-.1 Year Reciprocity
College Grad. with

American Medical Missionary Medical College.(1902) Maryland
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Memphis.(1911) Georgia

American Public Health Protection. By Henry Bixby Hemenway,
A.M., M.D. Cloth. Price, $1.25 net. Pp. 283. Indianapolis: Bobbs\x=req-\
Merrill Company, 1916.

This work is for laymen, and gives such an account of
public health work in the United States as will bring home
to its readers first, the economic value of an efficient service
and, secondly, that the latter can be obtained only by the
employment of full time specialists in hygiene.

Games and Exercises for Mental Defectives. By Hilda A. Wright-
son. Cloth. Price, $1.25. Pp. 100, with illustrations. Cambridge,
Mass.: Caustic-Claflin Company, 1916.

This little book contains explicit instructions (accom-
panied, when necessary, by diagrams) for playing 115
extremely simple games and exercises adapted to the feeble-
minded. Dr. H. H. Goddard well says in his introduction:

"The teacher unfamiliar with feeble minds will perhaps
think some of the games here described of no value. It is
always hard for the more intelligent to understand the less
intelligent, for normal teachers to understand defective chil-
dren. It should be remembered that the joy of accomplish-
ment is one of the greatest joys of life for all grades of
intelligence. It is the fact that the list includes games
adapted to the simplest minds which constitutes one of its
excellencies."

Nervous Children: Prevention and Treatment. By Beverley R.
Tucker, M.D., Professor of Neurology and Psychiatry, Medical College
of Virginia. Cloth. Price, $1.25 net. Pp. 147. Boston: Richard G.
Badger, 1916.

The intention of this book is praiseworthy, but in execution
it apparently fails. On the one hand, those readers who are

willing to devote some study to causes and principles deserve
a more thorough and painstaking exposition than these few
pages afford; and, on the other, the needs of the readers who
want merely explicit advice covering the details of the care
and management of nervous children seem to be no more

adequately met in the offhand, sketchy treatment accorded to
practical subjects.

Studies in Ethics for Nurses. By Charlotte A. Aikens. Cloth.
Price, $1.75 net. Pp. 320. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1916.

This is a practical book written by a practical nurse and
teacher. The first section discusses the nurse herself, her
personality, conduct and duty, with particular consideration
of the qualifications needed for success in her profession. In
the second part the problems of the training school are taken
up, while the third part is devoted to the nurse after gradua-
tion. The plan of the book is to state a principle and fol-
low with a discussion of a number of concrete problems
involved, supplementing this discussion with the proposal of
a number of pertinent questions. The carrying out of this
plan is most satisfactory.

Medicolegal
Validity of City Milk Ordinance with Higher*

Requirements than Statute
(Kansas City vs. Henre (Kan.), 15S Pac. R. 548)

The Supreme Court of Kansas, in affirming a judgment in
favor of the city, holds that a city ordinance, passed in
pursuance of legislative authority to make- regulations to
secure the health of the city, which fixes a higher standard
of food value in the milk sold within the city than is provided
in statutory regulations as to the sale of milk throughout
the state, and which imposes a more severe penalty for the
violation of the ordinance than is annexed by the legislature
for the violation of the statute on the same subject, is not
repugnant to the laws of the state, unreasonable or invalid.
The court says that there is a conflict in the authorities on
this question ; but, under the view which has been taken in
Kansas, additional regulations and superadded penalty are
not repugnant to the state statute, nor can they be deemed
unreasonable. It may be necessary to make additional
requirements and stricter regulations and to impose more
severe penalties in a congested district like a city than are
made and enforced in a rural district.

Malpractice in Failure to Change Treatment
(Van Boskirk vs. Pinto (Neb.), 155 N. IV. R. 889)

The Supreme Court of Nebraska reverses a judgment for
$1,500 obtained by the plaintiff for alleged malpractice in the
diagnosis and treatment of an injury to his ankle caused by
a fall of about 15 or 18 feet, May 4. The court believes that
the defendant's substantial rights were injuriously affected
by the submission to the jury of the question as- to negli¬
gence in the original examination and diagnosis. The court
is convinced that if the defendant was guilty of any negli¬
gence at all it was in failing to change his manner of treat¬
ment after he had reason to believe that a fracture had
occvired. It appeared that another physician was called first,
and that he and the defendant diagnosed the injury as being
a severe sprain. The ankle was placed in splints and the
patient placed .in charge of a nurse who was instructed to
pour liniment on it. The other physician then gave the case
over to the defendant. Three or four days after the injury
the splints were removed, the foot placed on a pillow with a
sandbag to support it, and the nurse was directed to massage
the ankle and move it as much as the patient could stand.
The patient remained under the defendant's care in the hos¬
pital seventeen days. At the time he left he was unable to
bear his weight on the injured foot without pain or to walk
without crutches, and finally the foot remained fixed in such
a position that the front part of it was left at a downward
angle from the normal position. July 11, he suggested to
the defendant that he would like a roentgenogram taken, and
one was. It disclosed that the fall had caused a slight
inipacted fracture of the forward part of the astragalus and
a rupture or raising of the periosteum on the posterior por¬
tion of this bone. The defendant testified that he had an
idea on the Saturday following the injury that there was a
fracture of the articular ends of the bones, and that from
May 11 he treated the case with the view that the ankle was

fractured, etc. The plaintiff's petition, after pleading negli¬
gent diagnosis, in substance alleged that the defendant
wrongfully advised him that his injuries were being properly
treated and that he would soon recover the use of his foot
and ankle, and that, relying thereon, he was induced to allow
the defendant to continue to treat the injuries until about
June 22, when the plaintiff was discharged from further
treatment, and that if the defendant had properly diagnosed
and treated the injury he would have wholly recovered in
two or three months and would have had the unimpaired use
of his limb. The court says it is with some hesitancy that it
has come to the conclusion that under these allegations proof
of negligent and unskilful treatment, after the defendant had
reason to believe a fracture had occurred, might be made.
There was sufficient evidence on this point to go to the jury.
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